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T ſeems then it is "hl Fate of 
Britons to be forced at every 
I twenty or thirty Years Period, 
to take the Sword and the Pen in 
our Defence, to maintain our natu- 
tal Right to the Privileges of reaſon- 
able Creatures, to prove that our 
Souls are our own, and that the 
French, or their Monarch have no 
Authority to ſet a King over us. 
But is it not that a Court 


15 of anot 


41 


can hive at ſuch an "infolent Pitch 
of Pride and Arrogance, as to offer 
theſe Indignities to a People entirely 
independent of it? Is it not yet 
ſtranger, that a Nation, fo affront- 
ed and inſulted, ſhould extol the 
Grandeur, affect the Language, and 
ape the Faſhion of theſe haughty _ 


Intruders ? Yea, is it not moſt mon- 


ftrous of all, if there ſhould be fund 
among us, who wiſh their coming, 
. ne 5 them over. I join with 
you in es, that the N umber of 
theſe el Traitors is inconſi- 
derable, and their Power deſpicable; 
but tis e that our Enemies are 
er Opinion. The vaſt Ex- 
petiee they put themſelves to in their 
late e and their preſent 
Attempt upon Scotland, are a De- 
monſtration, that their. Intelligence 
is of, a different Import; and to 
confeſs the Truth, has not the cur- 


rent Language . Behaviour of our 
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given but Po. * ** and En- 
n to their Expectations ; 
I am very far, as far as you can 
ib, from pronouncing of the Mur- 
murers, in general, that they are 
all Favourers of a French Intereſt, 
Papiſts in their Hearts, and Subjects 
of = Pretender: But {hould you 
not inform us then, what it is you 
aim at, and what you really intend 
by all this Clamour and Out- cry? 
Ought you not to ſhew- us the Rea- 
ſons of your perpetual Diſcbntent at 
every Step and Meaſure of the Go- 
vernment ? Why War, Peace, Al- 
- lance, Independence, Auſtria, no 
Auſtria, Land Integeſt, Trade In- 
tereſt, are always, and at every Turn 
unſeaſonable, when they, who are 
undoubtedly the moſt proper Judges 


of them, declare them expedient: 75 


Nor . ſhould you « conceal the View 


and Deſign with which ſo, many idle 
and nde in hikes, hee Phe 
1 4 E 
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the Küng odious to 10 e 


and reproachful to common Senſe, 


are ſwallowed with Greedineſs, and 


Propagated with Induſtry. 15 there 
not ſome latent Cauſe or Myſtery, 

that every Perſon of what Party or 
Character ſoever, becomes obnoxious 
to your Jealouſies and Inſults, by 
being taken into a Share of the Ad- : 
miniſtration ? that the very Suſpicion ; 

of Zeal and Affection to his Ma- 


jeſty, is ſufficient to turn an Idol to 
Reproacl 1.2 That the fame Propoſi- 
tions, and the ſame Maxims, which 
were good and ſelf-evident in the 
Mouth of a Patriot, as you afftectedly 
term all thoſe Sis ſteadily oppoſe 
the Court, are «falſe and deteſtable 
when he utters them as the F riend 
or Counſellor of his King ? = 
Take notice, I pray you, that 1 


am not going to enter the Liſts with 


thoſe infamous Scribblers, who eat 
the Bread of Lying and Sedition; 


who have no Principle but Gain, and 


A, 


... 
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2 whom Very Reli gion 0 


r Govern- 
ment upon Earth is of equal Eſti- 
mation. Such Fellows will make 
no ſeruple of denying the plaineſt 
Facts; nor would it be the leaſt 
- Vince to their Foreheads or their 
Conſcience to aſſert upon Occaſion, 
that the Sun never ſhone in Spain, 
or that King 8 has no Enemy 
in England. | 
But I am writing to a Man of 
Senſe, Education, and Honour; and 


make no doubt of a candid and in- 


genious Correſpondence. 1 conſider 
you as a true and ſincere Profeſſor 
of the Chriſtian Religion, accord- 
ing to the Form eſtabliſhed in this 
Kingdom; as one who really be- 
lieves that Goſl pel u pon which he 
has been ſworn, with a conſcientious 
Veneration for thoſe ſolemn and tre- 

mendous Oaths he has voluntarily 

taken, and by which he ſtands en- 
titled to, and actually enjoys the 
Protection of the Goyernment , he 
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ſiſtent with your Conſcience, and 
_ theſe ſacred Obligations, with the 
fame Tongue that made them, to 
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lives under. And is it then on 


defeat the avowed Ends and Pur- 
poſes for which they were enjoined?ꝰ 


Can that Allegiance be willing, true, 
b.. from the Heart, which is ac- 


companied with Malice, Deſpight 


and Contempt ? Is it the part of a 
Ioyal Chriſtian Subject, with ſo much 
2 Greedineſs, to ſnatch at, and with 
Jo much Pleaſure to diſperſe every 
0 defamatory Libel, which comes in 
his way! ? To e and villify 
every | 
take Joy and Satisfaction in reproach- 


Motion of the State, and to 


ing and ridiculing even Majeſty it- 


felf ? You are taught by thoſe Scrip- 
- tures for which you, ſeriouſly I hope, 


profeſs ſo great a Veneration, that 


the Perſons of Kings are Sacred, 


that they are the Ordinances of G00 
that 
— - them, but to . them all due 


ou are n0t to ſpeak. evil of 


Ho Onur, 


t 

F amour, and to be ſubjett to them 
Y for Conſcience fake : And is the di- 
vine Author of theſe peremptory - 
Commands to be mocked, or trifled 
with ? Will he ſuffer his Laws to 
be quibbled with, and rendered of 
none Effect by the crafty Sophiſtry 
of cunning and deſigning Men ? 
Will it be an Excuſe or Defence be- 
fore his all-piercing Eye, that Trea- 
fon has not been ſpoken, nor Sedi- 
tion excited ; but by Inuendo's, In- 
timations, ure Hints, and bare 
Wiſhes ? Pardon this Freedom, as 
you are a Man of Senſe, and well 
acquainted with the Ways of the 
World; you cannot but know, that 


there is too much Ground for theſe 


Expoſtulations. Weigh them well, 
therefore, and anſwer them to your 
own Soul. 
A Fool, died; will ſatisfy him- 
ſelf with a common Defence. ----He | 
has never been in a Plot, nor held 
Correſ - with the public 
C | Ene- 


+ 10 ) 

. He has never contrib 
a fingle Penny towards the Subſiſt- 
ance or Advancement of the Pre- 
tender, nor ſo much as drank His 
Health or Succeſs: But one of your 
Penetration need not be inſtructed, 
that a Man may be a Traitor Without 
the Form of entering into a Conſpi- 
racy, or ſigning an Aſſociation. It is a 
Maxim in Law, as well as Reaſon 
and Religion, That whoever violently 
commits an ill thing, muſt anſwer 
for the Conſequences of it. And 
by this Maxim it is moſt evident, 
that every Perſon who ; joins his Voice 
to the ſeditious Cry of thoſe, whoſe 


4 Intention it is to run down their So- 


vereign, is implicitly involved in 
their treaſonable Purpoſes; is Par- 
taker of their Sin, and Sharer] in 15 
Guilt. Every Action, Word, 

Geſture, which aims at * 
the King s Title, ruining his Repu- 
tation, and ſubverting his Intereſt, is 
undermining! the Throne whereon he 
is 


* 
wa” 


" II 4 # 

is ſitting; and as the Tranſition is 
natural, and even neceſſary, from 
deſpiſing one Maſter to cleave to an- 
other, to alienate the Hearts of his 
Subjects from him, is but very little 
different from enliſting them into 
| the Service of the Pretender. 
C For, Can there be true Obedi- 
« ence where there is not ſo much 
&« as Reſpe&t? Will their Knees bow 
c whilſt their Hearts inſult, and their 
« Actions ſubmit, whilſt their Ap. 5 
« prehenſions and Tongues rebel . 
Jacobites, I own, and profeſſed Re- 
cuſants, have this to ſay for them- 
ſelves: ----That they are Vincere in 
their Miſchief, and conſiſtent in their 
Behaviour -. But what ſhall we 
think of thoſe Furors (are there not 
too many ſuch among us)? who, for 
Fifty Years together, have been con- 
tinually running the ſame Round of 
political Detraction: Telling the 
ſame idle Tales over and over again, 


| repeating their 1 and poi- 
CT ſoning 


1 
ſoning the Affections of the people 
with their Jealouſies and evil Sur- 
miſes Vet all this while pretend- 
ing (could they perſuade us to take 

their Words for it) that they reve- 


rence the Oaths they have taken, 


and do not intend the haf Violation 
of the & ettlement. But is not this 
a Proteſt againſt Fact? Is not the 
whole Tenor of their Converſation 
of a quite different Aﬀpet? And, 
do not their own Tongues make 
them to fall into that ny A 
Character of ſelf- condemned, 
ſtate Heretics? For this I muſt, 
affirm, that let them make what 
Profeſſion they pleaſe of their loyal 
Affections, and good Intentions, their 
Actions at leaſt, the trueſt and beſt 
Indications of a Man's real Senti- 
ments and Deſigns, are very ſuſpi- 
cious; they uſe the Language of 
Enemies: In ſhort, they go every 
Length they are able, and do every 
thing they Aire do, were they never 
ſo 


1 
ſo much in earneſt to ſerve the Pre- 
tender, and to advance his Intereſt. 

And is it not manifeſt, that in this 
very Senſe their Words and Actions 
have been all along conſtrued by the 
profeſſed Enemies of our OR, and 
Religion ? Would the politic French 
have put themſelves - to ſo great an 
Expence, as they actually did in their 
late Imbarkations; would they be 
continually, threatening us with In- 
vaſions ; would they actually truſt 
their ＋. roops upon our Shores, did 
not the common Language and Be- 
haviour of tov many of our own 
Countrymen encourage them to hope 
for that Succeſs from a murmuring, 
diſcontented, and divided Nation, 
which they never could expect from 
their own Strength, however formi- 
dable their Power may be to their 

| N eighbours upon the Continent ? 
As you have undertaken to be an 
Advocate for theſe Gentlemen, theſe 
conſtant Declaimers againſt all our 


publ; IC 


( 14 
public Meaſures; from you I may 
reaſonably expect to be 5 what 
are their real Deſigns and Puipoſes, 


and what Ends they ſeriouſſy pur- 
poſe to themſelves in joining, as they 
have conſtantly done, and ſtill con- 
tinue to do, with the profeſſed Ene- 
mies of the Eſtabliſhment. Vou ſay, 
indeed, their Oppoſition is only to the 
2222 . It may perhaps be ſo 
in ſome few Inſtances . But as this 
happens to be the old thread-bare 
Cant of every Malcontent, and 
Traitor, ſince the firſt Inſtitution of 
Civil Polity ; by what Marks ſhall 
we diſcover bid Sincerity ? What 
Miniſtry would they have; or where. 
are the Men, or Party, that might 


be ſo happy as to pleaſe them? They 


have tried them round ; they have 


riſen in their ee upon every 


Alteration, and ſtill the Perſons in 
Favour or Credit with their Prince, 


are moſt obnoxious . But, my 


Friend, what : a ſtrange Perverſeneſs * 


of 


„ 
of Thinking is this | That Loyalty 
ſhould be a Crime! that as ſoon as a 
Man becomes a Friend of his King, 
and is taken into his'nearer Confi- 
dence and Service, he ſhould ſtrait- 
way commence an Enemy to his 
Country! Is it ſo then, that theſe 
two Intereſts are really incompatible? 
Can the Head (unleſs it was indeed as 
weak as ſome of theſe Mumurers 
wickedly inſinuate) be ſuppoſed to be 
at variance with the Members? Can 
it be imagined, that his Majeſty can 
have any thing ſo near his Heart, as 
the Wealth and roſperity of * 
Engliſh Subjects, who are the Eſſence 
of 5 Glory and Power? Can he en- 
tertain one ſingle Wiſh to the Pre- 
judice of Dominions entailed upon 
bis R ; 
But Exren ſion of Prerogative, anda 
Dread of Arbitrary Power, are what 
have produced theſe diſmal Appre- 
henfions, theſe gloomy F orebodings, 
4 and perpetual Struggles with the 
| Court. 


1 the Throne — Vea, Lmight: 
all our Murmicrers to point out a 


(16) 


Court. But are you really in carneſt, 
when you declame in this manner ? 


And do we hear this from you? Are 


_ theſe the Objections of PR who are 


profeſſed Admirers of the Principles 


of Laud and Sacheverel ? But at 


that paſs : . Let us . as 
« a good Man among t 


| cc cc merly did, —— - Whoſe Ox = our 


« King taken, or whoſe Aſs has x 


« taken; or whom. has - he defraud- 


3 ed, whom: has he op ppreſſed, or of 


« whaes Hands. has yr received any 


« Bribes, to blind his Eyes there- 
cc with? I defire to be informed 


of any one Stretch of Power, one 


Act ”— Violence, one Invaſian of 
civil or religious Liberty, one un- 
parliamentary Suſpenſion of Law, or | 
Interruption of Juſtice, ſince 10 


1 83 


Acceſſion. of his preſent Majeſty to 
Allenge 


FY 


ſingle. Reign ſince the Congueſt, 
| rliſbman would 


ns have Hen to "OM lived, than 
under the | preſent ; any one ſingle- 
Reign, when the diſtin& Powers. of 
the Crown were more wiſely ſettled, 
more preciſely limited, or when ches 
Limitations were more religiouſly ob- 
ſerved and adhered to. 

But the perpetual Burden of the 
doleful Song is Standing Armies, 
Bribery and Corruption. Theſe. 
are fad 8 indeed, tho th 
ſound ſomewhat oddly in — 
Mouths which, in * * been the 
continual Occaſion of them. - CAaln, 
Credit, Intereſt, / Invention, every 
thing has been employ'd, to increals 
the Power and Numbers of thoſe 


who obſtruct the royal Meaſures . 


This is true Patriot, this 1 is virtu- 
_ ous and praiſe-wo But if a 
loyal Subject be * BY to withſtand 
theſe violent Conteſts, by publicRe- 
ward, or private Bounty; if his ſu- 
| Prien Ahilities be diſtingui iſhed. by 
thoſe high Titles N they may 

| D have 
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have. deſerved, all this is Tniquity, 
Tyranny, Ruin, and Miſery. Strange 
Concluſions theſe, and utterly fub- 

| verſive of all Government. For, 
whom ſhould the King delight to 

| bonour, but thoſe who love and ho- 

| © _ - nour him? Whom ought he to ad- _ 
Wl vance to Places of Truſt and Profit, 

Wo the Enemies of his Family ? or thoſe 

1 rather, whom he has tried and found 

1 faithful in the moſt perilous Cir- 

1 cumſtances ? whoſe Principles lead 

5 them conſtantly to purſue the true 

. Intereſt of the Kingdom, in ſtrict 


. Conjunction with that of their royal | 
8 Maſter ? But ſuch is 
j Eloquence | of declaiming Dema- 
| gogues, and ſuch the Metal of which 
1 _ ow Arguments | are coined ; light, 
4 and falſe -. A Neighbour King- 
dom, envious of our Proſperity, jea- 
= lous of our Greatneſs, Perſecutors of 
= our Religion, ambitious to enflame 
= us, and, in all Reſpects, our moſt. 
* implacable Enemies, have numerous 
i Armies 


* 


Armies in conſtant Readineſs to in- 
vade and attack us —. Therefore, 
| ſhould our Sovereign diſband his 
Forces, and truſt the Safety of him- 
ſelf and his Kingdoms, it may be, 
to the weak Efforts of an undiſci- 
plined Rabble ---, Numbers of thoſe 
who enjoy the Peace and Plenty of 
our Land, are in a ſtanding Conſpi- 
racy to he up a Pretender: Many 
have, 'tis to be fear d, invited him 
over with Promiſes = a powerful 
Defection to him; Thouſands have 
unwillingly been beguiled into the 
Notions and Murmurs of Malcon- 
tents. —, Therefore has his Ma- 
jeſty no Danger to be apprehenſive 
of, nor the leaſt Occaſion to be at 
the Charge of providing Troops for 
the Kingdom Defence ? How 
often has it been ſaid, by theſe ſame - 
7 Gentlemen, What has England to 
do with the Continent? We need 
not put ourſelves to the unneceſſary 
; Charge of Land Forces, the Sea is 
D " Tk our 


( 20. » 5 
our proper Element; there only are 
we concerned . Let the deſperate | 
9 Auſtrians take care of themſelves ; 
let the Dutch fall Victims to their : 
own. Avarice and Phlegm, Why 
ſhould we put ourſelves to an im- 
menſe uſeleſs Expence to ſerve our 
ungrateful Neighbours ? But is this 
theVoice of Reaſon and true Policy? 
or is it not rather the affected Out- 
cry of Party and Faction? Tis true, 
my a/ Neighbour s Houſe is yet betwixt 
me and the Fire, but how long will 
it continue ſo ? ſee the Flames al- 
ready threaten to lay hold of it, in 
ſpite of all our Care and Precaution, 
a 45 is juſt, juſt at our own Thref= 
holde: ——Our Outworks are at- 
ce tacked, yet you tell us tis too ſoon 
« for us to increaſe our Forces, and 
« to put ourſelves upon our Guard 
&« But will you not with much more 
« Reaſon reply, when the Auftri- 
« an IV aber and, are wholly fwal-. 
« Au" * as b nearly the Caſe 

1 Fat 


Fe (4 21 0 
« at-preſent ? When Holland is ac- 
« « tually invaded-—, To what Pur- 

ce poſe do you Ant of imploying 
&« your Forts Abroad now? Are 
< not the French already Maſters of 
© the whole Barrier? Are they not 
« in Poſſeſſion of the beſt Ports? 
« Where will you land your Troops, 
« or to what Uſe will you put them? 
© But does not fuch Language as 
« this plainly ſhew the Intention of 
c the Author? Such would be their 
« Diſcourſe, and theſe their Argu- 
ments, did they actually intend to 
&« deliver us blind, bound Hand and 
“Foot, into the Enemy's Hands 
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« 2 But leaving theſe wiſe Diſputers | 
4+ their ſagacious Concluſions, let 9 

us conſider with all that Coolneſs q 

and Impartiality; which the Subject 9 
requires, the Heavy Charge of Bri- 1 

bery and Corruption Ach you are f 
eyer bringing againſt the Govern- . 

ment: Let me enquire of you then; ji 


can human Power. withſtand Ne- 
ceſſity P 


( 22 ) 
ceſſity? Or is there any Wiſdom 
lefs than infinite which can defeat 
the Operations of natural | Cauſes ? 
Is it poſſible a Nation, I mean the 
Majority of any Nation, vicious and 
extravagant, can be governed by 
what you affect to call merely 
righteous Meaſures ? A good Prince 
will be ready to reſolve with David, 
that a Lyar ſhall not tgrry in his 
Houſe, LY that he will not know, 
(or be concerned with) a wicked Per- 
ſon, but, as the World goes, he will 
find great Difficulties in putting this 
pious Reſolution in Practice. The 
great Work of Government muſt go 
on, Perſons muſt be employed to 
raiſe the Supplies, to lead the Ar- 
mies, to command the Fleets, to 
manage the Finances, to preſide over 
Courts of Judicature, to inform, ad- 
viſe, aſſiſt, and repreſent the Chief 
Magiſtrate in all the numerous Af- 
fairs and Offices of State; and 
| Where Saints are not to be had, he 
muſt make ule of Sinners. ; 8 


4 


6 
I admit, theſe latter are unworthy 
of the Truſt or Honour; but will 
any Man undertake to hike a Ma- 
jority of ſuch diſintereſted and con- 
: 1e 005 Gentlemen, as will diſ- 
charge their Duty without worldly 


Views, and adhere to Virtue with- 


out Confilitation of the Reward. 
Is it poſſible to find out a Set of 
Patriots ſo candid and generous, as 
to expect no Favour or Compenſa- 
tion for thoſe Votes and Applications 
5 they know to be abſolutely neceſſary 
to carry on the ordinary Meaſures of 
the Government? Unhappy are the 
Times when ill Men are neceſſary; 
but if by their own Addreſs, his" 
Violence of an unwarrantable and 
conſtant Oppoſition to the ſupreme 
Power, or the wrong Taſte of = 
People, they happen to be fo; 
plain they muſt be taken in on Mew 
own Terms, and won over by that 


way of Argument, which alone they 


underſtand, or will attend unto. 
| — Ro 


1 ea) 
The rigid Cato himſelf will part 
from is inflexible Principles, if he 
thinks he may thereby put off the 
1 Deſtiny of Rome a little e . 
Theſe Obſervations may be de- 
plorable, but they are founded in 
Truth; they are indeed the natural 
and nece Conſequences of an 
Hcreaſe of Wealth, of that mon- 
ſtrous Luxury Which runs through 
all Orders and Degrees amongſt us; 
of that Torrent of Prophaneneſs and 
Irreligion which over-whelms the 
whole Nation. I would not be 

thought to vindicate the Ri ghtecuſ- 
neſs of ſuch Compliances, | ng ra- 

ther to lament hs hard N eceflity to 0 
which the Ini quity of the Times 
ay have driven the Government. 

Tam glad you have the Prudence | 

: to decline entering into a Criticiſm 
on the Adminiſtration in foreign Af- 
fairs, I mean, Treaties, Alliances, 6 
Confederacies, Conventions, Articles 
oF Peace, and Declarations of War, 
| 3 heſe 


_ 
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Theſe, are Queſtions of e great Diff= 
culty, as well as 8 and 
too high and myſterious for your 

| Reprehenſion, or my Defence. It 
is not for us, who know fo very lit- 
_ tle of the Premiſes, to draw Con- 
cluſions. The Law of England, 
and. that. of Reaſon, which is the 
Law of Nations, have left the De- 
termination of theſe weighty Points 
in the Hands of the King with his 
Council and Parliament; ſo that for a 
Country Gentleman, or Clergyman, 
to take up the Debate, and to pre- 
ten to diſcuſs, to cenſure, or to dic- 
I tate, Is little leſs. inſolent, or leſs 
ridiculous, than for a blind Man to 
4 * Sir T/aac Newtor's Optics; 
or, for a Club of Weſt- country 
| Farmers, to diſpute of what Sort of 
Grain is fitteſt to be ſown. in the 
Lr of the Mon. 
But, after all that can be ſai 


Fathers before you; you go in 
« company with Men of Credit and | 


«. 4 of the ſound aches] 


from taking Comfort in Gods Rleſ- 
ſings, as well as your Neighbours=+-, 


follow your Buſineſs, your Dive 5 
or Caprices, and all without Diſturb 
ance from arbitrary Power, or 
a Bear of Gallies - 


| 0 1 1 . W 
6 0 you fay) but in the eee . 0 u 


«Reputation, in your Cc 


„ erg nee * the Leaven 


theſe are "he New I Yank b [Sin 


reconcile to the preſent Govern- 


ment, and am truly ſorry N 1s 
nothing. good enough in my native 
Country to give them Satisfe 

and to make them e 
tented : But what particular 
} Malignity 1 18 there in your Stars|or 


4 a 2 3 | 
ſy and cor 


your Conſtitutions, that hinders . 


You have an equal Enjoyment of 


Z your Eſtates, a general pre 


your Perſons and Properties; 


. (a7 y 
Lou go to Church, to Tavern, or 
t Aſſembly, juſt as Devotion or In- 
clination prompts you: You. talk 
freely, vainly, or ſaucily of Things 
or Perſons the moſt ſacred, according 
to the Humour you are in, or the 
Talents you bear; nor are you afraid 
(if Oecaſion offers) to go to Lau- 
with his en himſelf in his own 
Courts . Vet ſtill you muſt 
complain — your Fathers before you 
did it , your Friends all do it 
It indeed: the Cant of your Fra- 
ternity, the Cognizance of your 
Party, the eſſential Ingredient in 
your Compoſitions . Tam ſorry 
to uſe the Word Party, 1 What is 
Parity without Principle ? Diviſion 
without Diſtinction? You freely own. 
your Name is Tory; but by what 
Forms are you ee or deſcribed ? 
or What are the CharaQeriflics by 
which we may know the Gentlemen 
of your Sect? We have your ſolemn 
"nd fort it, that you are not Jaco- 
0 n * 2 Hbites, 


( 28 ) 
bit tes, nor can I believe you to be ſo, 
after your Oaths and Abjurations, 


without condemning you 707 0 Crimes 
which Wonjurors abhor, Hypocriſy 
and Perjury —. I would gladly 
take you in with the Friends to the 
Conſtitution, and the Houſe of Ha- | 
20ver ; but who then could diſcern 
you from other loyal Subjects? Let 
Malcontent Perſons ſay what they will, 
your Practice will acquit you from 
this dreaded Imputation. Your. 
whole Life and Conyerſation, the 
Pamphlets you read and write, the 
Tales you tell, the Songs you ſing, 
the Healths you drink, are all De- 
monſtrations of your political Stanch- | 
neſs ; that neither Arguments nor 
Evidence ſhall ever be able to bring 
you over to their Party, of which 
Cuſtom and Prejudice ſeem to have 
given you a natural and een, A 
attend 1 wks 
Is it a Comm LEE * en l is 
at the Heart of theſe dae eg ; 
8 my 2 


(29) 
. onef Churchmen ? No, this is 1 
| me t incredible of all: A Chur. 1 
of England Man and a Republican 
are well nigh a Contradiction in 
Terms. It is a Maxim with you, 
and, indeed, much better founded 
than moſt of yours are, That no- 
thing can uphold the Mitre but the 


Crown. And as you are not rea- 


|  ſonably to be ſuſpected of adopting 


the No otions of 12 olland or Geneva, 
ſo neither can you be ignorant, that 
the Kingdom of Great Britain is 
too far advanced in Luxury, Mag- 
nificence, great Eſtates, and high 
Titles, to return to a Common- 
wealth in any Shape whatſoever : 
That the Envy, Emulation, and 
Ambition of the Board and popular 
| Nobles, would be a Wy ©. Oc- 
caſion of their tearing one another, 
and their Country in pieces, were 
they not all ſubordinate and account- 
able t to one ſupreme Head. 


: A 


| Since 
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Since then your characteriſtie Opi- 
nions (like thoſe of the Free Maſons) 
are a perfect Myſtery, you bought in 


Honour fairly to exhi it ſome Symbol 
of your Faith, to acquaint us at leaſt 
with ſome of the leading and govern- 
Ing Articles of your political Creed, 

that we may know in what Lany age 
to addreſs ourſelves to you, an 
be able to pay you a Reſpect: ed ay 
to your venerable Anti quity. Your 
| honeſt Predeceſſors were open enou gh 
in their Declarations, and made no 
Scruple to declaim publicly for un- 
umi 2 Prerogative, paſſius Obelli. 
ence, and hereditary Right, nor to 5 
perſecute to the Death the Advo- 
cates for Liberty, and the Bill of 

Excluſion—. Thus, as the Phariſees T 
of old did. but render their Hypo- 


criſy more notorious, by building the 
Tomb of thoſe Prophets their Pathers 


Ba ſlain, even ſo do ye: Your: Fa- 
| thers flew the Patriots, and 1 Pre- 15 
r 

Was 


bend to adopt their Princip! 


(53) 
8 ger ſince than the laſt 
Years. of Queen Anne, that theſe 
arbitrary Maxims (after a total De- 
jection at the Revolution) rebounded. 
again as high as the Heavens: and 
the. good Lady was told, in many 
fawnin Addreſſes, that as ſhe was 
| God s V icegerent and Repreſentative, 
ſo to him only ſhe owed her Commiſ=, 
fron; to him only was accountable for 
ber Actions; that it was not for her 
: Subj ets to cenſure her Proceedings, 
or r reſiſt ber Commands ; that' her 
Hill and Pleaſure was the ſupreme 
Law: Yea, that you were her Crea- 
 rares,! ever true, | faithful and fub- 
wilde even unto Tyranny and Op- 


of a Loyalty infinite, and 
| inguiſhable, are not now to be 
heard of; are not once ſo much as 
| mentioned by But if you are 
the Men, or —— Succeſſors of thoſe 
NM en who ſo laviſhly beſtowed them 
at chat time, Is it not incumbent = 


Theſe ſublime Compli- 5 


* 


upon you candidly: to confe 


(32) 
o that 


you have ſeen your Errer, and are 


become wiſer ? or, at leaſt, 


that this high Pitch of Zeal is due 


only to Pe hf certain Monarchs of 
your own Stamp and Genius, only 
to ſuch or ſuch Branches of the 


= 
Stock, to Princes of ſome: particular 


Opinions in Reli igion, or N otions of 


ame Po 


As I can 8 any A Shes 
Fee that Men of your general mo- 


ral Character can be guilty of wilful 


and known Perjury, I am willing 
to ſuppoſe, that this is the Deluſſan, 
and that this 
feeble Ground of all that apparent 
Inconſiſtency in your Conduct, of 
that Slackneſs and Remiſſneſs in 
your Duty to your King; from your 
with broad. and frequent: Hints to 
this very Purpoſe, nor is it poſſible 


\ 


ftrong Deluſion is the 
t 


Mouths we have been furni 


diſtinguiſh the Times and — 


ſtances, and to declare explicitiy, N 


(33) 
to reconcile your 1 to the 
Religion you profeſs, or even to com- 
mon Senſe, unleſs we admit that you 
haue talen up the Opinion of *. 
eſſential Change in the Conſtitution 
of this Kingdom. It is the only 
Apology, I think, that Charity it- 
ſelf can make . your political 
Conduct, that you are not entirely 
ſatisfied of the Authority that is over 
you ; nor have you indeed, ſome of 
you at leaſt, been backwarg:: (as far 
as ſafely you might) to ſuggeſt in 
your own , Juſtification, that the 
Crown at preſent is on quite another 
Footing; and that the Powers for- 
meriy received from God are now 
from the People; that a Poſſe for, 
who has not Ged's Appointment, is 
i King de Facto, and in ſuch 
Caſe all — Oaths. or Declarations 
in the World cam obli ge uo farther_ 
thun to fit: down. paſſive and peace- 
able, to wait with Patience till 6 
bal lan Mt to. afert his Right; 
$69 obtain 


(34). 
222 in e all Confp iracies,” W 

Av Violence, till the anvinted. 
ſpall come, "till the Steprer ſhall re- 
turn into the Hande of the rightful 
Heir, who” will be King de jure, 
and will habe a fu Tele 10 that 
high” Degree of Honour and Sub- 
miſſion, you formerly cryed up 'fo 
much, and are ready to try up _ 
as oft as the Obje& * pleaſes you. 

A very. notable Apology, a Nas 

0 : Piece of Caſuiſtry this to excuſe and 

a : juſtify M political Schiſms ; J but the. 

worſt of it it is, that all this while the 
very Principle, which is the fruitful 
Parent of theſe wiſe Inferences, has 
no Being in Mature. I ſay, the 
very Grounds of all your Concluſions 
are abſolutely falſe and chimerical ; 

I deny, that there is any ſuch Thing 
in the World as a King of the Lord's 
anointing; 1 deny, that any one 
mortal Man can have a Right: to 

reign over any Nation, any farther 
tan he i is * by the Laws of 
that 


%, 
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that Nation; I; maintain, that his 
preſent Majeſty has that Right, and 
all that Rig ht to. the Crown of Great- 
Britain, = can be pleaded. or pre- 
tended; that he is as truly and pro- 
perly a' King de Jure as any 
Monarch. that ever fat upon our 
Throne, or any. Monarch in the 
World. 
In the romantic 8 of; King 
(ache II, a Leaven was laid, whoſe 
baleful D ſtill continues to 
ſour ſucceeding Generations. The 
happy Reſtoration of the King and 
Conſtitution, the Returns of Peace, 
peng, and Preferments, the in- 
expreſſible Pleaſure of Triumph and 
eee had altogether ſo 3 
ed the Minds of the proſcribed Ca- 
valiers and perſ ecuted Churchmen, 
that no Bounds could be ſet to their 
Exultings and Acclamations. Self- 
| Intereſt, and Ambition for Favour 
and Preferments, added Art to Na- 


tus and both together brought. 
„% a 


(36 1 
| forth fuels 4 Litter of ſtudied Com- 
pliments, laviſh” Adulations, and 
Court: Idolatries, as were hardly ever 
heard before, either in this; or ir end : 
in any other Kingdom. © » + * 
The old Panegyrics addreſſed t to 1 
the moſt abſolute Tyrants were ran- 
ſacked for Encomiums; all the Pro- 
ceedings of God himſelf in deſigna- p 
ting and anointing Kings for his'own 
People were applied anl. appro- 
priated to the then reigning Family; 
yea, every Text wherein either ſews 
or Chriſtians are commanded in 
general to yield Obedience and ſub- 
mit themſelves 20 the higher Powers, 
or the ſupreme Legiflature was fo- 
phiſtically reſtrained to the Perſon 
of the King, who, ſaid they, h 
His C n from none but Hea- 
ven, who is the Image and Repre- 
ſentative of the Omnipotent, from 
whom he immediately claims his Title 
to Sovereignty ; a Title to him and 
Fit Ears © 6 ever r indefeaſt (ble, un- 


alienable, 


(880 


alienable, e But as all 

Flattery is moſt pernicious to the 

Objects of it, it was not long before 
thoſe unfortunate Princes, who had 
been perſuaded to look upon them- 
ſelves at Gods, were ſadly convinced, 

that they muſt fall Jie Men. The 
whole Nation aroſe, and demon- 
ſtrated, that they were not to be 
wheedled or declamed out of their 
Senſes; and even the Orators and 


1 5 Champions in the wretched Cauſe 


were not the laſt (when it came to 
their own Turn to practiſe) to re- 
nounce and abjure it; but conſcious, 
as it were, of their Shame, they 
have ever ſince continued out of 
Humour, and, like Perſons un- 
fortunately obliged to diſcover a pri- 
vate Sore, they hate thoſe to whom 
they were beholden for a Cure, after 
ſo copious a Profuſion of their In- 
cenſe upon the Court Altars, they 
are enraged to find they have no 
greater Share 1 in the Bleſſings of Pre- 
ferment. 


OE OA oe ern ar 1 
f * 
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ferment. They hope, could they 
but get the Cards once more into 


their Hands, to play their Game 


with greater Dexterity; they ſeem 


to pant after a lucky Opportunity to 
return to their old Wee and 


Fools Paradiſe. 


But if it be poſlible far you; Sir, 
to think without Prejudice, or in- 


deed could I be ſo happy as to per- 


ſuade you to think at all upon the 


7 Subject with Seriouſneſs . Atten- 
tion, I don't doubt but I ſhould 


eaſily convince you, that all theſe 


Schemes of abſolute Power, (abſolute 
inthe Profeſſor abſolutely hereditary). 
are mere Dreams and Chimeras, the 
Invention of ambitious Sycophants, 
the Entertainment of Ignorance; 
and that 17 is the natural Right of 
all Civil Societies, as at firſt to 
; chuſe their own Forms of Government, 
and to appoint their Governors, ſo 


* pg poke — 1 in 4 ee 
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Wap, and by common Conſent) to 
amend, ftrengthen and improve it. 
Fior in whatever Light we take 
the firſt and original View of the 
human Race, whether the Account 
that Moſes has given of the Crea- 
tion, (which Chriſtians cannot doubt, 
nor Infidels refute) or whether the 
Hypotheſis of Egyptian Prieſts, and 
the Dreams of Democritus be laid 
down as the Baſis of our Enquiries, 
the Reſult will be exactly the ſame, 
we ſhall find it to be ſtill an Axiom, 
or firſt Principle, that a// Men are 

by Nature equal and independant, 

that no one mortal Man can pretend 
a Right of Rule and Dominion over 
his Brethren. As we are all of the 
ſame Species, we have all equally 
the ſame Parts and Ingredients in 
our Compoſition, with the ſame In- 
flirmities as well as Faculties both of 
Body and Mind. It follows there- 
fore of Neceſſity, that if any Indi- 
vidual of this Species ſets up a Claim 


of 
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of Torii, he ou oht to produce "a 
ſome Patent from the Creator, or 
ſome viſible Mark of Authorit7 
ſtamped upon him by. Nature. This 
is too evident to be denied; for an 
inviſible Commiſſion is a N on · Entity, . 
it is the Commiſſion of Bedlam 
Monarchs, the Inſpiration of Qua- 
kers and Methodiſts; every one may 
pretend it within, but none diſcern 
it without. 
If bodily enn was to be the L 
Criterion of civil Juriſdiction, it 
would often happen that the greateſt 
Brute of any Society would be the 
Head of it; as Subtlety of Mind 
would an the ſame e on 
the moſt errant Knave. It cannot 
be denied, indeed, that theſe are the 
' Talents that have very often, in 
Fact, exalted their Poſſeſſors to 8o- 
vereignty; but the Slaughters and 


Deſofations, which have conſtantly = 


attended Deciſions of this Nature, 
are a Demonſtration, that they ought 
not 


* 


” 70 
not to confer a Title to Dominion, 
nor were ever intended ſo to do by 


the All-g 00d as well as All-wiſe 


Kon One would readily enou gh 


conſent that Virtue ſhould be in- 
veſted with the Robes of Authority, 
and Dominion be founded i in Crace. 
But even here we {hall be as much 
at a Loſs as ever; for as it is eaſier 
to counterfeit 2 irtue than either 
Strengib or Wiſdom, the Number 
= : Competitors would be ſtill greater, 
and it will be impoſlible for us to 
make the EleQion without Inſpira- 
tion, or ſome open miraculous De- 
ſignation from Heaven. * 
Vou ſee, Sir, the bare Mention 
of all ſuch Pretences to Right of 
Sovereignty | is enough to expoſe 
them: But there was a Scheme ad- 
vanced in the laſt Century, which 
thro⸗ N ovelty, and the Art and 
ww of Rhetoric, with which it 
was adorned, was, received and pro- 


. 7 ted with an Affectation com- 
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mon to a : faſhionable Hyp . 
mean the Patriarchal & chem, 2a 
Royalty is founded on .Primogeni- 
ture, and the Firſt- born ſurojving 
is the Heir to Monarchy, and has a 
natural Right inſeparable from his 
Perſon, to give Law to the Junior- 
Generations. As there is not a Word 
or ſingle Hint in all Religion, natural 
or revealed, toſupport this Notion, as 
1t cannot pretend to derive its Being 
from any Law either of Nature or Na- 
tions, the Authors, in whoſe warm 
Imagination it was hatched, ſhould 
have ſhewn its Expediency, t 
leaſt that it is poſſible to put it in 
practice. For my own Part, if this 
Rule be admitted in the Groſs, and 
with Regard to the whole Species, 
I can't ſee how there can poſſibly be 
above one lawful and rightful Sove- 
reigns the Heir of King Adam, 
upon the whole Globe of the Earth; 
and whether to find out this eta 
ordinary 


ip 


; ordinary Perſon, or to perſuade the 
Nations univerſally to do him Ho- 
mage is the greateſt Difficulty, is 
for {uch Politicians only to determine. 
In the mean time, would they not 
do well to conſider, in what a 
wretched State they have left their 
2 Species, all in a State of Uncer- 
tainty, Ten Thouſand to One in a 
| State of Rebellion, in a State of pay- 
ing Honour, Homage, Allegiance, 
taking their Oaths, and making their 
Prayers for their ſeveral 9 
For I cannot ſee the leaſt Reaſon to 
2 ſuppoſe, that this general Law (if 
ever it had a Being) can ever loſe its 
Force; that there can be ſo many 
right. Heirs of Father Adam, as 


there are hereditary Monarchs; or 


dat a general Law, which at moſt 


can entitle only one to the whole, 
can «be. pleaded to juſtify ſo many 
| Particulars each in the Poſſeſſion of 
| his Part, : 


a G 2 e 
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But there is. no. End of | 5 


dictions, when once we allow our ; 
elves to argue from wrong Princi- 
les: Admitting, therefore, that every | 
fingle Nation is to conſider. its firſt 
Planter, Founder, or Inyader as 
Adam's Repreſentative, and bound 
moreover to accept the Heir of ſuch 
Leader, as the Heir of the World, 
and their rightful Prince, even in. 
this Caſe 9 Matter would be very 
little mended, nor the Titles of moſt 
of the Princes of the Univerſe a Jot } 
better eſtabliſhed. _ * 
However, they need not be 1 
any great Apprehenſions, if they 
be only permitted to keep their Poſ- 
ſeſſions, till ſuch Time as Heralds, 
Genealogiſts, and Antiquaries have 
found out and agreed upon the de 


Jure Claimant; till they have laid : 


down a Categorical. Reſolution of 

theſe neceſſary Queſtions, Who were 

the ft Planters or Inhabitants of 

each W Country? By fans 1 
'. 


| Nonſenſe! Tis certain therefore, 
that neither Stren gth of Body, nor 


/ 


above äll, theſe learned Gate | 
are to demon ſtrate, hat Right the 


petty Sovereign, or rather Captain 


ſeize on other Mens Lands and La- 
bours, and how the bold Adventurer, 
(ſuch as Hengiſt for Inſtance) who 


Cain was driven from his Father. 
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Bands or Colonies they have * 


= 


ſince invaded, ejected, or ſubdued ? 


Which is to be reckoned the Chief of 


thoſe Bands? Who the rightful So- 


vereigh of that Chief Band: ? Who 
at this Day is his rue Heir ? and, 


had to make this Invaſion, or to 


was no more than an Uſurper of a 


Country, or Province, could intail 
on his Poſterity a divine Right to 
the whole Kingdom or Empire? If 


Primogeniture alone can give a legal 


Title to Empire, tis probable there 


never was a legal Government ſince 


But all this is Stuff, impracticable, 


E Cunning, nor Virtue, nor 
16: ig Father- 


? 
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Fatherhood can poſſibly confer civil 
Authority; and that as all Man- 
kind are born equal to, and inde- 
pendant of, each other, nothing but 


their own Act and Conſent can make 


them Subjects to the Will of another. 


But I ſhall purſue this Point no far- 


ther at preſent, and perhaps what I 


have already written upon it may be 


deemed too much, as the Origin of 


Government has 1 — —— ſo excellently 


well handled by Mr. Locle. You | 


Will give me leave therefore to re- 


fer you to that great Maſter's Trea- 


tiles upon this Subject, as well as to 


the late Author of the Hiſgorical 


E Jay upon the Anglo-S axon Conſti- 
tution, while with all poſſible Bre- 


vity I draw the following neceſſary 
Concluſions from what Has been al- 
ready obſerved. j 

Firſi; That the great End 5 


Government, and its ſupreme Law, 


is Salus Popul ; that as it was the 


 Contrivance and Eredtion of the Sub- 


Ject, 


Py 


WS . 
3a, it was erected, "fad ſhould 
ever be deſtined to their common 
Good. If a Governor pretends 
that the People are his, or made for 
his Uſe, it is his Buſineſs to prove 
either that he made them himſelf, 
Or. that God made them for him: 


For no Man in his ſober Senſes will 


believe, he could ever get ſuch an 
abſolute Property in them by any 
Act of their own. As they, and 
only they, had the Creation of their 
Sovereign, it is natural to ſuppoſe 
(we cannot indeed without the ut- 
moſt Abſurdity ſuppoſe otherwiſe) 
that he was created for their Uſe. 
For a greater Ignominy cannot be 
objected to a rational Species, than 
to ſuggeſt that they have voluntarily 
enliſted into the Service, and yoked 
themſelves into the Teams of any 
Mortal like themſelves, for the bare 
Pleaſure of carrying his Burthens, 
or, lugging his Carriages. Nay, a 
greater Affront cannot, I think, be 

eaſily 
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calily offered to our common Father 

and Creator, than to pretend his 

Command for arbitrar Power. 

*Tis little leſs than Blaſphemy to 

affirm it agreeable to his Will; that 

ſo many Millions of his Children 

and Creatures, made after his own 

Image, ſhould be the Cris s, the 

Machines, the Footballs of a few 
domineering Tyrants; that they 

ſhould be abandoned and devoted 

to. the Luſt, Rage, Avarice, or 
Caprice, of one of their own Num- 

ber, and perhaps only diſtinguiſhed 

F +4 the reſt by more ler Paſ- 

fions, or ſuperior Vanity, or pro- 

bably by leſs Regard to Truth and 

Juſtice. But theſe are the Doc- 

trines of Paraſites and Traitors ; 
they are the Ruin of Societies, and 

turn the World upſide-down, As 

Government is the Edifice of rea- 

ſonable Beings, whoſe firſt Principle 

= Self-preſervation, the Conſequence 


15 as certain as any Propoſition in 
Euclid 


i 


* 1 


plied a and adminiſtred. 


veyel 9 received upon. Comp 


Obligation.— 
ag A firſt Principle; 1 becauſe it cans 


will fail of erecting it but on ſuch 
Terms, or Articles, as to ſecure 
that Benefit. He who 


Ta). 


Euch 8 can 15 that your, own Wen 


3; the. End = its Ereftion. For 


theſe : nds has our all-gracious Go 
approved and ratified 1 it, and to theſ 
End F mould! it eyer faithfully be Ap 


"Secondly, Another „g 


which 72 55 itſelf from the foregoin 5 i 


Part of this Differtation. i 18, That. 


% Government is in its on Mature 


condentual, that Authority . is con- 


and that Protection and. Submifſio an 
are the mutual Conditions of : the civil 


-T his is as erident 


not poſſibly be conceived that any 


reaſonable Sett of Beings, erecting 
an Office for their common Benefit, 


o wills. the 
End. muſt. neceſſarily be. ſuppoſed 
to. will the Means likewiſe, Were 
no ſuch Articles, therefore expreſ]] 

e H "Kipulated, 


8 


2 9 1 

* A , 1 

1 * 3 . * ._ 

5 a * : 1 
* * — 


l not be Policy, but Madneſs, : 


Kors - but as Nature, manife 
dictates, and Reaſon ſuppoſes, them, 
J every Form of Government, 


T1 


Aipulaed, as; will make NO 1 


tion in the Matter. before us, they 


muſt, in the ver, Nature of the 
Thing, be ſuppo ed: For. that it 


to appoint a Magiſtrate for the De- 


fence of the Lives and Liberties of 


the People, and to impower him to 
commit thoſe Violences and Outrages 
himſelf, wh ich he Was to prevent 
in Sen. As s Government i is of far 


greater Antiquity” than Writing or 
Hiſtory ue Are not td expect any 


artic 5 Records or Memoirs of 
ch original Cont Qs * or 1 


4 


whoſe Original we. have known, or 
have Monuments of, is a Confirma- 


tion of it. If Bate, are ſuch 0. 


tentates as aſcend their "Thrones, or 


pretendt to aſcend them with Authority 
abſolute and unlimited, underno Law, 
| Condition, or r Reſervation 9 the 


N — 7 Sub 


and that ſtill a Pertiori | in a 


"7 


Subj ects Side, ſuch Government is 
illegal, unnatural, and inhuman; it 
was obtained by Fraud, ee 
or Conqueſt; it is an Impoſiti ition ok 
Uſurpation, which ought to be ab- 
horred and ſhaken off. For it is 
as a Principle elf evident, that ſuch 
pernicious Poſyer could never be the 
voluntary Grant of the Society; but 
that in every. Eſtabliſhment” of this 
Nature, ' they ill retained - ſome h 
fundamental Nights, ſome Refuge, 
or Retreat, in Caſes f Extremi 4 
ſome Point or Poſt where they might 
make a Stand, and aſſert — Free- 
dom of Tanga Animals, —Of all 

Reſerves of this Kind Religion muſt 
be preſumed to haye had the Pre- 
ference, (as this was ever looked | 
upon as moſt effectual Means to 


Happineſs both, here and hereafter) 
ety 


of Chriſtians... They can, never be 
imagined, for the Profj pect of civil 
or temporal Advantages, to give up 
—_ their 


in the Power of ANY, cart. 


4 $2 Th 
their Eternal Intereſts; or to put it 
| ly Lord to 


wor p). on Which, in aer Oplni: 
on, depend the Favour of an al- 


mighty Creator. It cannot be de- 


med, but theſe Principles may be 


turned to an evil Uſe, by ſeditious 


or fanatical Perſons, but ſo likewiſe 
may the moſt ſ acred Principles of 
Religion be, and the more likely for 
being facred; for Deformity is in 


moſt need & 4 Cloak or Diſguiſe. 
— But be this as it will; T Fruth 
muſt be acknowledged; it 85 incon- 
teſtable, thatthe People Rives Right, 
and that where Rigi is, there ought at 
leaſt to be a Remedy It is impertinent 
and pragmatical to be putting Caſes, 


and ſuppoſing Circumſtances, when 


ſuch Remedy i is to be uſed; our own 


Revolution, and the Nen of the 


Seven Uni ted-Provinces, are happy 


Inſtances that ſuch Occaſions . may 
Hl out; and it muſt be left to the 


Diferetion 


(53) 


Diſcretion and Conſciences of the 
Society to judge of the Neceſſity 
and to chuſe the Means. As 
M oderation and a juft Im partiality 
is one of the moſt difficult 1 
of Morality, it can never be expect- 
ed but raſh, hot, and wrong: headed 
Men, will be running to extremes. 
There will never be wanting flatter- 
ing Paraſites to intoxicate the Prince 
with romantic Notions of Power and 
Prerogative, nor conceited Dema- 
gogues to lay the Train of Murmur- 
ing and Sedition, and to teach the 
People to look on their Governors 
as Enemies, to ridicule and cenſure 
their Proceedings, to vilify their 
Actions, and to raiſe Objections to 
their Title and Authority. But let 
Prince and People equally beware 
of theſe miſerable Counſellors; in- 
numerable are the Inſtances of un 
happy Kingdoms brought to Deſo- 
lation by theſe Dividers and Incen- 
8 8 and M has it es that 
* © thoſe 


—_ "36 ig 
3 Minions,- who: have lab 00 2 | 
to =" their Sovereigns, have been 
the firſt to forſake them i in their Di- 
ſtreſs; that thoſe Patriots, who Have 
Rann d the Subjects Ears with ſuch 
perpetual Peals of Liberty, have been 
moſt ready to put the Chains about ; 
their Necks. 4g 

3. A third Concluſion to 8 * 
Fi the Premiſes is, that Obedience 
and Subjection are not appropriated 

to any one particular Form or Mode 
of Government; that there is no 
| peculiar Divinity: or Sandity 1 in Names 
or Titles, but in every Country, 
and in every civil Conſtitution, the 
Obligation to obey the ſupreme 
8 is the ſame. 1 don't find, but 
the Subjects are to conſider their 
Chief Magiſtrate, or Legillature, _— - 
whatever Title dignified or Akin 
guiſhed, as their e Repreſenta- 
tive, Commiſſioners of their o.]n 
Appointment, Truſtees in whoſe 


Diſeretion they have agreed to repoſe 
their 


"a 


their Lives and Fortunes: So that 
every Act of wilful Diſobedience, or 
undue Oppoſition to ſuch Authority, 
is a Contravention to their own Act 
and Deed, a Violation of Promiſes 
and Oaths, a pul perfidious Breach - 
of Faith, and an Injury to the whole 
political Body, of which they are 
Members. It is no Wonder then 
that the higheſt Penalty i Is denounced | 
in Scripture againſt ſuch faithleſs 
Reſiſters of their lawful Rulers ; no 
Wonder theſe Rulers have the Ho- 
nour to be ſtiled the Ordinance of 
God, and to be ſupported in their 
A uthority by ſo many Divine Com- 
mands; fince they have been ad- 
vanced to their high Dignities by the 
moſt ſolemn Engagements; ; fince their 
very Office and Being is ſo neceſſary 
to the Happineſs of Mankind in the 
preſent State of Things; ſince Peace, 
Virtue, Religion, and even common 
Honeſty * — on their Inſtitution. 
el tas? we > may uſefully ag 
1 


— 


(aa) 


FR in this fame. Faſſage eb 
the ſtrong eſt in all Scrif ture in Fa- 


vour of Wee where Rulers 


are declared 20 be the Ordinancy if 


God, they are alſo defined 15 an 


induſtrious Latitude and Compre- 


uſed an Expreſſion more ſuited 
Times, Cuſtoms, Circumſtances, nor 


henſion) The Powers TR be. It 


was impoſlible for the A poftle to have 


of more prompt and proper = 


cations to every ſe everal State or Con- 


ſtitution in the World. K he F lat- 


terers of Power will rack thei eir In- 


ventions to ſhew, that there is ſome 
extraordinary Virtue an 


0 Majeſty in 


that Na ame or Title, w na ever it be, 


which 1 is worn by dien preſent Ma- 
ſters ; but honeſt Men know, that 
Words are in themſelves mere empty 


Sounds; but that, ſince they are 
made ne current Coin of rational 


Commerce, they ought to be taken 


at Value the Public 18 pleaſed 


to {er upon them. It Tpporicth very 
little 


+ 7 * O 


” 
| 
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little wh Letters of the Alphabet 
are made uſe of to ſignify, or to 
ſpell. the Name of the Power that is 
over us; The Idea of Authority an- 
nexed to it is only ſuch as tnown Uſe 
and the Laws of the Country have 
> conferred upon it. My - Buſineſs is 
not with abſolute and arbitrary Ty- 
rants, by what Arts they got the Peo- 
ple into their Chains; ; or what Right 
they have to their Submiſſion, or 
how little Foundation they have to 
hold the Reins, either as the Ordi- 
| nance of God, or the Ordinance of 
Man : But of legal Governments 
| conſtituted by the People, formed, 

accepted, agreed, and ſworn to by 
general Compact and Conſent, (whe- 

ther Emperor, King, or Senate, 


* + Doge or Diet, ſingular or plural) 


the” Authority is ſtill the ſame, and 
they who reſiſt it, (unleſs in Cafes 
of extreme Neceſſity) are Enemies 
to God and T raitors to the Peace 
of their Country. A Subject in 
FF — M.uutiny 


(58). 


Mutiny 1 his lawful at 8 
is in a State of Deſertion and volun- 
tary Outlawry; he is no longer A 


Member of the civil Body; he has 


broken the Bond of Union, and, may 
be ſaid to renounce the original Al- 
ſociation, to diſclaim his Part or 
Share in the Common Weal, and 
Rebellare, or to return into the pri- 
mitive State of Independance and 
Hoſtility, and to declare a Sort of 
War againſt his Species. Let it not 
offend, if I ſpeak but little better of 
thoſe Magiſtrates, who invade the 
reſerved Privileges of the People, 
and wreſt into their Hands a Power, 
which was never deſigned for, nor 
committed to, them. If the one is a 


Rebel, the other is an Uſurper; he 


poſſeſſes that which belongs to others, 

with theſe Aggravations, : that he has 
betrayed a moſt important Truſt, 
abuſed the Confidence placed in him, 
to over-reach and impoſe, and un- 


gratefully 


4 5 
gratefully turned the Sword againſt | 
1 who put it into his Hands. 
The next Remark, which 
1 G in Courſe, is the Excel lency 
of our own Conſtitution of Govern- 
ment, that it is completely Teres © 
alu Rotunda, that it is arrived (as 
far as human Infirmity will admit) 
at a State of Perfection. For tho 
every Form of Government be law- 
ful, yet it may not be expedient, and 
| thoſe tedious and cautious Ways of 
making or executing Laws, which f 
are ſuitable enough to a new and 
growing Commonwealth, will or 
ought to be impatiently rejected, as 
it comes towards Maturity. I know 
not how many different Schemes of 
Ariſtocracy/ or Democracy have been 
put to the Trial by Greeks, Ro- 
mant, and other Nations; but they 
have none of them been found ſuffi- 
cient long to hold the Ballance, even 
againſt Conqueſt, Riches, Luxury 
and Ambition. In theſe Cirſtum- 
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till ſome daring, bold and po- 
4 Man, too hard for the N 
ets himſelf at the Head of Affairs. 
Fhis indeed, is the beſt Expedient 1 
both for the quick Diſpatch and Exe- 


cution of the Laws at home, and 


for a ready and vigorous Oppoſition 
to Enemies abroad. The Danger is, 
that ſuch fins ole. Power may be a- 


buſed, and ue oreat Difficulty ſo to 


guard it, that it may neither be con- 


temptible on the one Hand, nor for- 


midable on the other, to taſk who 


gave it. For a wiſe Provifion of this 


Nature, there arc not perhaps People 


on Earth more beholden to their 


Anceſtors, than the Inhabitants of 


this Iſland. A Monarchy we have 
(according to the Courſe of Things, ; 
and the.natural Progreſs of Govern- 


ment). gathered originally out of 


many ſmaller Dynaſties; ſo conſoli- 


Gang that the Strength of the 
Whole 


a w le receives a Aang by being 

Collected to à Point; ſo e 
and circumſctibed, that no Member 
2 the Body is in the leaſt Danger 


fo from any. Caprice of the Head. 


I ſhall ſpare you the Trouble of 
reading long Details and Encomiums 1 
on à Subject, which has been ſo _—_— 
already handled by much better 
Pens. But thus much my Argu- 
ment requires me to obſerve, that 
our Monarchy now is, and ever was = 
| a perfect av pwnivn K* 1Icig, the Edifice of | # 
bo People, the Contrivance and In- 4 
ſtitution of wiſe Men; that it is 
conferred and accepted on Compact 
and Condition, that it is limited in 
Power as well as in Succeſſion, and 
ſo guarded and fenced on the Sides 
both of Prerogative and Privilege, 
that the King can do no Harm nor 
the Subjects in doing it eſcape Pu- 


niſhment. And here let me once 

more refer you for ample Satisfaction , 

upon this moſt intereſting Point, to . 
„ 


of all Evil. | Theſe, 
which you are not ignorant of, are 


>. 


he hiſtolieal Eſſay upon 3 * . . 


FJaron | Government. 'Tho' the 


Reverence due to the higher Powers, 

the Honour and Majeſty inſeparable 2 

from the Crown, together with the 

© monſtrous Abſurdit of ſuppoſing 
the Head and Fountain of the Law 


to be proſecutable by his own Sub- 
jects, and in his own Courts, do all | 


require That the Perſon of the Ki 00 
Be held ſacred and inviolable; 


are his Hands bare, and deſtitute of . 
all Inſtruments of Wrong and Op- 
preſſion, ſince it is impoſſible for him 


to protect an offending Favourite 


from the Sword of Law and Juſtice, 
and fince the Subject has reſerved 


the important Right of giving or 
withholding * ſure, 


at darling Tread 
which has es too commonly made 
the Wages of mig and the Root 


ir, with others, 


to be looked upon „ eee 


Maxims, preliminary 2170 and 
54th facred 
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facred Reſerves, as ancieht as the Gcſt 
Advances towards Monarchy, more 
ancient than any Memoirs or Re- 
cords left us by our Anceſtors. The 
Hiſtory of this Nation abundantly | 
demonſtrates, that our preſent Form 
of Government in England, not- 
withſtanding all the idle Suggeſtions 
to the contrary, cannot fo properly 
be ſaid to be altered, as improved” 
or ripened by Length of Time; after 
all the 1 88 Conqueſts, Wars, | 
foreign and domeſtic,  Rebellions, 
Uſurpations, Abdications, and Re- 
volutions, the main Body appears 
to be- ſtill the ſame, the firſt and 
moſt ſtriking Lines and Features are 
yet pk: in and viſible, with little or 
no Variation in Effentials, but ſuch 
as are to be expected from Age, Ac- 
cident, and the Circumſtances | of 
the N eighbouring States. As the I. 
dea of Antiquity demands Venera- 
tion, and as a Conſtitution which 
has borne the Experiments of ſomany 
ſue- 2 
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Acceptation of the Words, a 


| T 6 C> 
ſucceeding Ages, and weathered the 
Storms of ſo many contending In- 
tereſts, muſt conſiſt of ſolid and 
durable Parts, wiſely connected; 


it is the Duty of every Engl. man 
to pay a religious Regard to it; to 


look upon it as his Portion and In- 


tereſt, and to endeavour to leave 
the fame ſafe and entire to his Po- 


bog ſter 117 


5. But I will pure theſe . 


cluſions no farther, nor detain you 
7 any longer at preſent, than while I 


point out to you the Concluſion, the 
Uſe and End of this Epiſtle, which 


1s to convince you, if it may be that 
our preſent Sovereign King George, 


the Second, is, in every Senſe, and 


R and that, never Pars R 
EL or indeed can, wear a Crown with a 
more perfect, clear, and unexception- 
able Title. If in your Enquiry after 
2 King de Jure, you expect one of 
| Almighty God" 8 immediate, per- 


2 ſonal, 


(63) 
ſonal, viſible! Deſignation and Ap- 
pointment, : (excepting the Kings of 
the Iſraelites only, who were a Peo- 
ple under a direct Theocracy, and 
ke 7 i incapable of being drawn 
into the Queſtion) there neither is, 
nor ever was ſuch a Perſon in the 
World; and if all Nations are to 
{uf} Send their Obligations to civil 
Government, until they are enlight- | 
ned with ſuch a miraculous Nomina- 
1 tion, Idon'tſee how they can avoid re- 
turningtotheStateofNatureand Inde- 
pendancy, to Anarchy and Confuſion. 
If the Term be underſtood of hu- 
man Law; (and every other Senſe | 
and Conſtruction of it is vain and 
deluſive) if to aſcend the Throne 
de Jure, be to aſcend it accor- 
ding to the Laws of the Coun- 
try, in ſtrict Conformity to ancient 
Cuſtoms and Conſtitutions, by tlie 
Choice and Suffrage of the ſeveral _ 
States, and the united Voice of tile 


| whole * * or its * Sos 
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tives; if theſe, I tay; be the Notions 

of a Reign de Jure, if either Blood 
— Poſleſſion, or the Appointment 
of the People are ſufficient to confer 
this illuſtrious Right, there | never 
was a Prince fince the firſt peopling 
of this Iſland, whether Briton, Ro- 
mam, Saxon, Dane, or Norman, 
| had a more unqueſtionable Title 
than the Prince, who now ſo go- 
riguſly fills the Throne. 
The Crown he wears was ſettled 
on his Family (being Proteſtants) to 
all Generations, and that not in any 
ſudden Tumult, Panic or Caprice, 
{as has been common enough in the 
Choice of Governors) but after the 
moſt ſolemn and mature Delibera- 
tion. It was not the haſty Work . 
of an overbearing Faction among 
the Commons, or à Party among 

the Lords, but of the whole Legiſ- 
lature, or the mw 7 Body Politic, 
as repreſented by it It was not 
r omoted 10 Art. or "Vitlenes, by 
. Jö! Ja. 
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Chicane, Corruption 


and calmly carried into an Act af- 
ter ſedulous Examinations by the 


King in Council, and ſerious De- 
bates in both 3 of Parliament. 


This happy Settlement was ſtill far- 


ther confirmed and ſtrengthened 
by the Act of Abjuration, and many 
other ſubſequent , port of 


the Legiſlature, and it mi 85 ht be well 
expected, that a daily Acknowledg- 
ment of their high Titles and Dig. 
nities in our Devotions to Goa, 
might be ſome Security for the Sin- 


cerity of our Allegiance. But let 


me now aſk you, dir, by this Time, 


TI hope, ſomewhat diſpoſſeſſed of your 


old Prejudices, whether a Jus Reg- 
| ' mand; can poſſibly be better derived, 


eſtabliſhed, and atteſted. Surely 1 


might ſafely enough venture to chal- 
| — all the Jacobites and Jeſuits 
in the World to produce a Prince, 
who eyer held the geepter of Do- 

1 . minion 


3 
4 * 


F * 1 . 


n, Brigue, or 
any perſonal Regards, but coolly: 


5 0 . 
* 
* 


minion upon better Terms, or a- 


gainſt whoſe Acceſſion there was leſs 
to be objected. If Government in 
its N be of ce People's Inſti- 
tution, and ratified by God for their 
Peace and Happineſs, we have here 

a Governor who is in the true and 

genuine Senſe of the Words, the 

Aubperrivn xlicis, and the ben ig,, 1 con- 

ſequently, who has the juſteſt Right 
and Title to the Submiſſion and Fi- 

delity of his Subjects, and to all 
the Honour, Tribu te, and Re- 
verence enjoined in Scripture to be 
given the Kings and Magiſtrates of 
the Earth. A ene on his 
perſonal Bravery, that moſt peculiar 
Recommendation of the primitive 
Kings of the World, or an Enco- 


mium on his other Virtues, as tis 


not neceſſary, ſo neither may it be 
| ſo ſeaſonable in the preſent Gene- 
ration; but this let me obſerve of 
the preſent and late Reign, that they 
"OR if not exceed the very beſt 


in 
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in Moderation, Clemency, impar- 
tial Juſtice, and ſtrict Conformity to 
the Rules and Laws of the Conſti- 
tution; that there never was a Time, 
ſince the firſt Roman Invaſion, whinh. . 
Britain enjoyed a ranker Liberty, 1 
more extenſive Commerce, or ſo 
copious an Affluence of all that Mag- 
nificence, Luxury, or Avarice it ſelf 
can wiſh for from every Quarter of 
the Univerſe. Never had our Princes 
fo good an Addreſs in laying aſleep. 
the fatal and unchriſtian Feuds and 
| Animoſities betwixt Churchmen and 
Diſſenters, or ſo ſted faſtly adhered 
both to. the Te/? and Toleration, thoſe 
grand Bulwarks, Balances, and Boun- 
daries to our wiſe Eſtabliſhment. WE; 


Nuo ultra C1 rraque nequit con mere 
: reftum. 


N ow Grid theſe T hives are vp 
and cannot be ſpoken againſt, how. 
comes it to ; paſs that we hear ſuch 

loud: Peals of ann and ſuch 


Com- 


F5 , of . 
* * We _ F 
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Par! mache or ee has Py 


| What political Vipours do we Beth 
inder, that all the Reaſon and De- 
Wonſtration i in the World cannot per- 
ſuade us we are in Health? Our 
delufive Imaginations clothe us witl 
Cypreſs and Yew; drag us into 
Bonds and Dungeons, and torment 
us with Dreams of Dangers and 
Evils, which never had, nor at pre- 
ſent are likely to have a Being ; we 
lie ſtretch d on Beds of Down and 
Couches of Velvet, and lament the 
Hardineſs of our Situation; we ſit 
down to Tables ſpread with the Va- 
rieties of each Climate and Element, : 
and yet repine at our Lot, like 
Wretches doomed to Slavery, or to 
eat Straw with the Ox. We com- 
plain of Poverty, and that all the 
ps th is carrying out of the Nation 


(71) 
at the vety Time that we are throw- 
ing away immenſe Sums upon our 
Pleaſures, and wagering whole Hand- 
fuls on the running of a Horſe, - the 
Fall of a Die, or the Turn of a Card. 
Our Tradeſmen array themſelves like 
| Perſons of Quality, and then reproach 
their Betters with Diſcouragement 
of eee and Neglect of Manu- 
factures: Our Merchants emulate 
the Nobility it ſelf in Lan, = 
Extravagance, and yet are pes 
tually declaming on the unfullereble 
Hardſhips attending Navigation and 
Commerce; our Gentry erect ſtately 
_ "Palaces, and furniſh them with Or- 
naments and Equipages, far ſur- 
paſſing the very Kings of their An- 
[ceftors, and yet groan like Penitents 
in Sackcloth and Aſhes, condemned 
to the Mines, or chained to the Gal- 
lies. Now where ſhall we go for 
Drugs to apply to this ill Habit of 
Mind? With what Cordials or Le- 
nitives ſhall we treat theſe e 
ſelf- 


2 
C * * FI — 


der e 


ſelFtorthenting Rink? Their Mif- 
fortune is, they are all Ears and 


Oredulity; the Conceitedneſs of their 
wn Importance makes them read 


0 believe any Thing againſt their 
8 


uperiors; they ea gerly ſwallow, 
without Taſte or Chewing; g/ every Lie 


Which is told them, and the artful 
Forgeries of Papiſts and Traitors are 
5 as — than Articles of Faith with 


As T have not the leaſt De- 
aggravate or irritate,” I ſhall 
'Not go — to the Fables and Fic- 
tions 2 former Times 7 for never 5 
were there Inſtances of either a 

ſtronger or blinder Faith than our 


Cotemporaries afford us; who, ſome 
of them at leaſt, aſſert, Au are ready 


to maintain, hat the Son of the Pre- 
renden 19 4 good — and 
offers "bis & ervice with à pious In. 
tention 10 reſtore our Liberties, and 
Preſerve our Conſtitution; however, 
that the Invaſion lately threatened, 7 
as well as the * is all a Pre- 
* ent 7 7 


over. ** — and ta" faut the 
WMation ; 1 4 wiſe Prince 20 ſecure 
his Bas re, is conveying it out of 4 
an Hand Heng. and almoſt impreg+ 
oe; to place it in à ſmall. [Ducky | 
- the: mid of tbe Continent; and 
 furroimded. with. Enemies; that: go 
 #s_ contriving 10 render. * great 
Kingdom à Province to 4 deſpicable 
Electorate; or in other Words, zhat 
be it meditating a Scheme to exchange 
all -the Engliſh A heat am tft 
_ for Hanoverian Teernip-feed, &c. 
But deſpairing of doing 40 Good 1 
upon Perſons under theſe ſtrong, De- 
luſions, Iaddref myſelf 2 N 
: whoreally. ive es and Ears of y 
7 own, Exlotring yy ou to open them. 
to fee, read, and ugs Br yourſelf 
Sure am we Subject I have laid 
| before. you; deſerves your beſt and 


m hols 1 N e ; Attention.” Fe: is 


| Aa =) 
hows ſquaring. the Circle, or trac- 
* the Paths of a Comet, but your 
Country and, give me Leave to 
add; your Soul likewiſe, are both at 
Stake on your Sincerity, and all 
=: Intereſts both" in Heaven and 

hare taken. the Oaths of Allegiance, 
Supremacy and Abjuration, and 
g edged alt your Intereſt in the Fa- 
our of God; and the Promiſes of 
che 2 that Moo took them 


e e Epuioncation, 6 or any | 
4 2 eee nage deber. Ci 


7 101 ns, terrible Contitides? 7 entity 
ities, neg A Men wall = 


; — mag 4 Ut Bim. 
not very carefully y weigh 6 examine, 


bo far theſe Oblio ations are bind- 


ing, what Ce 11 they preſcribe, 
what are the true Notion of Al- 
"290 1 legiance 


; (9%) 
legiance and Submiſhon, and what 
ſort of Behaviour is ſufficient to 
fullfil them. If you conſider 
well the Reaſon of the Thing, the 
4 original Nature and-Ends of Govern- 
ment, together with the Principles, 
Laws and Cuſtoms of our Anceſtors, 
in theſe .and in every other Light 
imaginable, you will find his preſent. 
Majeſty's Title to be clear without 
Cloud or Scruple. You will find 
him to be King de Facto & de Pacto, 
de Jure & de quramento, de More 
& de Merito, conſtituted by Law, 
approved by Providence, confirmed 
by the Oaths of every Rank and 
Order, and dayly recognized by each 
of us, as oft as we ſay our Prayers 
in Public, or partake of the leaſt 
Morſel of Bread which we owe: 0 
* — 1 am Sir, 


7 hurt, > . 
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